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CFVGA Leadership Initiative Aimed at Recruiting
and Involving New Growers
The CFVGA Board last year assigned a committee to research membership structures, dues and benefits in similar industries and to make
recommendations that would pose CFVGA for greater membership
growth. Among the committee’s bold new initiatives is inviting growers who have never been a CFVGA member to join for free for one year
when they register for conference. In addition, all first-timer grower
members will be assigned a mentor from within the CFVGA leadership.
“There are so many growers, especially beginning growers who
could really benefit
from CFVGA’s conferences, weekly
e-news, training
and other benefits
but who have not
joined, so we proposed a free annual membership to
involve new grower
members,” said Dr.
Michael Bartolo,
CFVGA founding
board member and
director of the CSU
Arkansas Valley
Research Center.
The mentorship
program will be whatever the mentor and new member want it to be,
but minimally, it will include a personal welcome, reminders of events
and a fellow grower to contact with questions about CFVGA programs
and activities.
Growers wishing to take advantage of the free membership can use
the code first-timer when they sign up online at https://coloradoproduce.org under the membership tab. CFVGA members are asked to pass
along the free membership information to qualifying growers.
To learn more and register for conference, go to: https://cfvga.org
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Are you proud of what you do?
By Robert Sakata
Happy 2020! I am writing this while attending the
Western Colorado Horticulture Society Conference in
Grand Junction. Being here
has reminded me why I am
in agriculture; it is because
of the people!
There are so many challenges we all face, and
yet we wake up each morning ready to embrace the
work that is ahead of us. We get to see the sunrise
across our fields, we get to nurture our plants and
even though a lot of us enjoy farming because we
don’t necessarily have to interact with too many
people, believe it not, I think sharing the pride in
what we do with others may be our biggest strength.
In 2020 I hope you will participate in CFVGA
activities and join with Colorado’s produce sector,
as one way to communicate ag’s story to the general
public. It is helpful to your own farm and to the pro-

Colorado
Legislative
Report

The Colorado
legislative session has started,
and there are
still a lot of
questions about the focus of the legislature’s work
this year. It looks like paid family leave, health care,
pesticide use, instream flow, continued scrutiny of oil
and gas operations and funding infrastructure improvements will definitely be debated. CFVGA plans
to participate in the bi-weekly Colorado Ag Council
meetings held at the state capitol. If you are interested in attending, please feel free to contact Robert
Sakata at rtsakata@aol.com

duce sector in general. Consider it a to-do list item
and start by registering for the 6th Annual CFVGA
Conference, Feb. 24-25.
Here is to a great 2020!

Calling All Growers

Want to "share the pride in what you do as
a grower as suggested by Robert Sakata in his
column this issue? A fantastic opportunity to do
this and to introduce your farm to a new buyer
or cement your relationship with an existing
buyer is to register for conference, Feb. 24-25
at the Renaissance Denver Stapleton Hotel and
attend the Grower-Buyer Networking session, Feb. 24, 2:30-4pm. Right now, conference
organizers are working VERY hard to ensure a
great showing of new and return buyers for this
session.
The Grower-Buyer Networking Session is
fashioned in a “speed-dating” style of format.,
where growers have the opportunity to meet
and briefly visit with individual buyers before
moving on to visit with the next buyer. YOUR
PARTICIPATION as the grower ensures a robust
showing of the quality and variety of Colorado
produce available to retailers. Consumer demand for local produce is stronger than ever,
and buyers are looking for opportunities to
source local product.
In addition to this opportunity, conference
is full of learning and networking opportunites
for growers. If you have already registered,
make sure you attend the Grower-Buyer Networking Session. If you have not registered for
conference, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR??
Get on over to https://cfvga.org now to check
out the program and register. Take advantage
of member pricing on conference by making
sure your membership is current BEFORE you
register.

Back to the Top
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Board of Directors

		

Robert Sakata, President
Sakata Farms, Brighton
rtsakata@aol.com

Bruce Talbott
Talbott’s Mountain Gold, Palisade
bruce@talbottfarms.com

Harrison Topp
Topp Fruits
harrison.topp@rmfu.org

Roger Mix, Vice President
Mix Farms, Center
mixfarms@gmail.com

David Asbury
Full Circle Farm, Longmont
rmprhome@comcast.net

Catharine Soukup
American AgCredit, Greeley
csoukup@agloan.com

Glenn Hirakata, Secretary
Hirakata Farms, Rocky Ford
grhirakata@hotmail.com

Jeni Lamb Rogers
PSL Law Group Denver
jennifer.lamb.rogers@psllawgroup.com

David Harold
Tuxedo Corn Co., Olathe
madmanflyboy3@yahoo.com

Alisha Knapp, Treasurer
Knapp Farms, Rocky Ford
alisha.knapp@gmail.com

Grant Mattive
Worley Family Farms, Monte Vista
grant.mattive@gmail.com

Ex Officio Board Members:
Beth LaShell
Fort Lewis College, Durango
LASHELL_B@fortlewis.edu
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Mike Bartolo, Ph.D.
Colorado State University
Vegetable Crops Specialist, Rocky
Ford
Michael.Bartolo@ColoState.EDU
Adrian Card
Colorado State University Extension
Longmont
Adrian.card@colostate.edu
Marilyn Bay Drake
Executive Director, Eaton
admin@coloradoproduce.org

From the Executive Director			
Might I Ask a Favor?

By Marilyn Bay Drake, CFVGA Executive Director
As we are just weeks away
from the 2020 CFVGA 6th
Annual Conference, I am taking just a few minutes to think
about what a great organization this is. I also am thinking
about how many more growers should be taking advantage of the camaderie,
networking opportunities and educational sessions
offered at our conference and throughout the year.
You may or may not know that in addition to serving as your executive director, I also have a modest
freezer lamb business. I have about 20 ewes and directly market the lambs. Having been in this business
for a long time, I have observed how very smart these
sheep, often looked upon as dumb, really are. Unlike people, who so often try to succeed alone, sheep
know they must hang together to survive. Coyotes
and dogs will pick off a sheep that hangs by itself.

Growers are diverse in their types of production,
their growing and marketing methods and in many
other ways. But perhaps we can learn from the lowly
sheep that it is in all our best interests to unite and
work together for the common good.
So, here is the favor I have to ask: Please reach
out to growers you know and ask them to join CFVGA “flock.” We have a screamin’ deal that gives any
grower who has never been a CFVGA member a free
one-year membership when they register for conference. Please do your fellow growers a favor and tell
them about this deal.
If you have not registered for CFVGA’s 6th Annual
Conference, Feb. 24-25, 2020, at the Renaissance
Denver Stapleton Hotel, please do so today https://
cfvga.org
As always, please direct your questions or suggestions to me at 303.594.3827 or admin@coloradoproduce.org

Back to the Top

			

CFVGA Committee Reports

Business Development
Committee

Chair: Amber Strohauer
The Business Development Committee along with the Nutrition &
Health Committee continue to support and contribute to CFVGA’s social
media and other produce promotion
programs.
Contact Amber at amber@strohauerfarms.com with questions or
suggestions for this committee.

Food Safety Committee

Chair: Glenn Hirakata, Co-Chair Martha
Sullins
The Food Safety Committee offered
held a Produce Safety Rule grower
training course Feb. 7 in Southwest
Colorado (Bayfield). Additional
PSR trainings include:

Aurora (Denver Metro Area), Feb.
10, 2020

7:30 am - 5:00pm
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds and
Regional Park
25690 East Quincy Avenue, Aurora,
CO 80016
More information & registration:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
produce-safety-alliance-growertraining-tickets-89126021329

Registration deadline: Feb. 6, 5pm

Eastern Colorado, Feb. 20, 2020

7:30 am - 5:00pm
Morgan County Fairgrounds - 4-H
Building
750 Ellsworth St., Brush, CO 80723

More information & registration:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/produce-safety-alliance-grower-training-brush-tickets-90782433703
Registration deadline: Feb. 18, 5pm

Questions about these or
future trainings may be addressed
to Martha.Sullins@colostate.edu
970-491-3330 or Cristy.L.Dice@
colostate.edu

Labor Committee

Chair: Joe Petrocco, Co-Chair Kerry Scott
There are many issues being
played out in our nation’s capital now,
one of them being the American Ag
Workers Protection Act. This historic
potential law will change many labor
issues we face on the farm including
amnesty for current farm workers.
A few features about this act: It is a
bi-partisan effort, it uses E-verify and
works with H2A. If passed, the law
would take full effect after two years.
To read the bill in its entirety, log on to
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116thcongress/house-bill/4916?q=%7B%2
2search%22%3A%5B%22farm+labor
%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=6.
CFVGA’s Labor Committee will
continue to investigate avenues for fruit
and vegetable growers to access labor
needs, including ways to attract, hire,
and sustain ag labor employees including labor contracts such as USDA’s
Agricultural Research Service, labor
contractor contacts, and websites such
as Talentfound.org from local Workforce Centers.

Back to the Top
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The committee also would like
growers to know about a program
that has been in existence through
the U.S. Department of Labor called
the Agricultural Recruitment System.
It is similar to the H2A program, but
it recruits workers within the United
States. Not paying travel, visa or housing costs makes it cheaper than using
H2A. On the other hand, workers have
no contract and can leave at any time
for another job.

Nutrition & Health Committee

Chair: Roger Mix, Co-Chair Wendy Peters
Mochetti
The Nutrition & Health Committee
will focus on recruiting new members
in 2020, starting with a push at the
annual conference. The committee will
also continue to focus on maintaining
the interactive Colorado produce calendar and a strong social media presence,
promoting the year-round wonders
of Colorado produce through pictures,
recipes, and videos.
In addition, the committee would
like to update the Colorado produce
industry on some positive legislative
and policy issues that will have a positive impact.
Several organizations are working
with the Blueprint to End Hunger to
develop and advocate an anti-hunger
state legislative platform in 2020. The
platform includes three priorities, two
of which focus on increasing access to
continued on next page
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CFVGA Conference Track to Focus on Beginning
Farmers

Click here to check out
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CFVGA will feature a small
farms workshop track throughout
its sixth annual conference Feb.
24-25 at the Renaissance Denver
Stapleton Hotel. Workshop sessions will include produce pricing
strategies, developing & implementing a farm food safety plan,
farm labor management best practices and recordkeeping & farm
management.
“Most who are new to farming
will tell you there is so much to
learn and that they greatly appreciate opportunities to learn and be
mentored,” said Adrian Card, CFV-

Committee Reports-continued
Nutrition & Health Committee report continued

Colorado produce: increase state funds
for SNAP Outreach; Increase and make
permanent the Healthy Food Pantry
Assistance Grant that provides funds
to pantries to buy Colorado Proud
produce and dairy; and increase the
Healthy Food Incentive Fund which
provides funds for Colorado fruit and
vegetables for participants in federal
food assistance programs such as
SNAP, WIC, and Older Adult Congregate Meal Programs. For more information contact Wendy Moschetti at
wendymoschetti@livewellcolorado.
org.

Water Committee

Chair: Robert Sakata, Co-Chair Joel
Schneekloth
The Water committee is working with the Colorado Ag Water
Alliance who will be having a series
of local workshops across the state.
Go to www.coagwater.org for more
information about their programs.
Also, after the CFVGA conference
we will be gauging the interest of
CFVGA working on a vegetable irrigation management research program. If you have an interest in this
research as well as any ideas, please
contact Robert Sakata at rtsakata@
aol.com Contact Robert Sakata at
rtsakata@aol.com with questions or
suggestions for this committee.

Back to the Top

GA founding Board member and
chair of the conference committee.
“This special track for small farmers provides four and a half hours
of training on some fundamental
principles for successful farming.
It also provides an opportunity
for small farmers to meet others
at a similar place in their careers
and continue networking after the
conference concludes.”
In addition to the small farm
track, conference sessions will
include produce marketing trends,
agricultural labor, organic rule
changes, new market opportunities, biological pest control, produce safety and more. Also part of
the conference is CFVGA’s annual
member meeting to be held following lunch Feb. 24.
More information on the
small farm workshop track and all
CFVGA conference topics is available at: https://cfvga.org

Interested in
advertising in this
newsletter?
Discounted rates available
for members and sponsors.
For a rate sheet contact
Marilyn Bay Drake at
admin@coloradoproduce.
org or 303.594.3827

Mike Litzenberger & Jennifer Musick, MEAD, CO

“My great-grandparents came here to Mead, Colorado in the early 1900s,
so I’m a fourth generation Weld County farmer. I definitely appreciate the hard work
they did, thinking about how they were harvesting by hand. What we do in a day
was probably their entire season-worth of crop. 4Rivers has been instrumental
in teaching us how we implement technology into our farm.”
- Jennifer Musick
Check Out the
Litzenberger Farms’
Full Video Story Here!

Back to the Top

AG I S O U R MI DDL E N AM E

Call 800.799.6545 today
or visit AgLoan.com

We see things from the ground up, all of
the small details that go into the big picture
of farming. Because agriculture is what
we know, it’s all we do.

A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.
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Ag Worker Bill, Trade, Budget Key Issues at Year End
By Dennis Nuxoll, Western
Growers
Despite proximity to
Valentine’s Day, Washington,
D.C. has hardly been a place
overflowing with “love,”
especially love between the
two political parties. The
situation has been so tense
that it has drawn attention
away from some important developments over the
last few months.
Trade has been an especially hot area in Washington, D.C. with the update of the North American
Free Trade Agreement, now called the United StatesMexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), being passed
and signed into law. That effort showed true bipartisanship with House Democrats demanding tough
changes to the original deal that President Donald
Trump put forward but after months of back and
forth with an overwhelming majority vote of 385-41,
it passed it in the House.
Recent trade news also extended to China, with
the president announcing a “phase 1” trade deal with
the Chinese. The focus of that deal was agriculture
with the Chinese agreeing to purchase huge quantities of agricultural products from the United States
once again. There are lots of unknowns about the
package and its practical implications, but it does
appear the active trade war we had with China is at
least on pause, which is very good.
The Trump Administration also announced in
late January a new water rule that would replace
the Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule implemented under the Obama Administration. The
‘Navigable Waters Protection’ rule attempts to define
the scope and limit of federal jurisdiction under the
Clean Water Act. This issue has been simmering
since a 2006 Supreme Court decision reined in the
water that could be regulated by the Environmental
Protection Agency.

The Trump version of the water rule would be
more limited than what the Obama Administration
proposed ,but I suspect that just as court cases effectively froze the Obama rule from taking effect, fresh
litigation is likely to prevent the Trump rule from
going into effect too. I’m afraid the rule will need to
make it up to the Supreme Court before we have clarity.
Finally, the Democrats in the House of Representatives announced their intent to pursue a major
infrastructure package, which includes billions and
billions of much needed dollars for highway construction and repair among other priorities totaling threequarters of a trillion dollars over ten years. The president ran for election in 2016 promising big spending
on infrastructure, so we know there is mutual interest
to find a deal. The big question however is if House
Democrats are able to find common ground with the
White House to figure out how to pay for all the proposed spending.
Our industry of course needs improved highways
and infrastructure to move quickly and cheaply to
deliver our products to markets. While I don’t know
if they will move forward and be able to find common
ground on funding, I sure hope the president and parties follow the path for negotiations they trend while
negotiating USMCA and learn some lessons about
“loving thy neighbor…” and working with the other
side.
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Grower Sponsors
DiSanti Farms
Hirakata Farms
Milberger Farms
Sakata Farms, Inc.
Southern Colorado Farms
Strohauer Farms

Member Directory		
Peaches & Cream Organic Farms
Petrocco Farms, Inc.
Prairie Harvest Organics
Rancho Durazno
Rettig Farms
Rocky Mountain Pumpkin Ranch
Rossi Dairy/Produce, LLC
Skyline Potato Company
Sprout City Farms

Grower Members
Buena Vida Farm
Clark Family Orchards
Denver Public School Farms
Domenico Farms, Inc.
Dominguez Canyon Fruit Company
Ela Family Farms
Esoterra Culinary Garden
Fagerberg Produce, Inc.

Stahley Melons
Sweet Cheeks Organic Peaches
Talbott's Mountain Gold
Tasty Acres Colorado, LLC
Topp Fruits
Tuxedo Corn Co.
Wacky Apple
Warsh Farms
White Rock Specialties LLC

Allied Members

Farmer Johns
Grande River Farms
Green Barn Fruit Co
Grow Girl Organics
Hanagan Farms
High Desert Seed and Gardens
Hines Farms
Hoffman Farms
Honey Rock, LLC
Hungenberg Produce, Inc.
Iconoclast Farm
Infinite Harvest
Isabelle Farm LLC
Jones Farms Organics
Kilt Farm
Kiowa Valley Organics
Knapp Farms
Kunugi Farms
LB Cattle Company
Matthew Proctor Farms
Mauro Farms
MetaCarbon Organic Farm
Mix Farms
Palmgren Farms, Inc.
Patchwork Farms
Peach Haven Farms

Mas Labor H-2A, LLC
Monte Vista Cooperative
Nature Safe Fertilizers
Netafim USA
NNZ J&J Supply
Organix Supply
PSL Law Group
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
Sandbox Solar
Seedway, LLC
Sinclair systems international
The Packer
Tri-State G&T Assn
Valley Irrigation of Greeley
Western Growers Association
Whole Foods Market
Wilbur-Ellis Co

Agriburbia LLC

Allied Sponsors
4Rivers Equipment
Agfinity, Inc.
American AgCredit
Aquatic Resources, Inc.
Bejo Seeds, Inc.
BioSafe Systems
Brandt Consolidated, Inc
CCOF Certification Services
Certis, USA
CoBank
Colorado Dry Bean Admin Committee
Colorado Potato Admin Committee
Corteva
Decade Products
DeLine Box & Display
Eurofins BioDiagnostics
Farm Credit of Southern Colorado
Feeding Colorado
Flood & Peterson Insurance
Gowan Seed Company
HM Clause
Hollar Seeds
Hortau Simplified Irrigation
Landmark Packaging

Azomite Mineral Products
GeoVisual Analytics
iFoodDecisionSciences
LiveWell Colorado
Nichino America, Inc.
Rabo AgriFinance
Reusable Transport Packaging
Shaina Knight
Silveus Insurance Group
SWIIM System

Partner Members
Adams Co Workforce & Business Ctr
BARN Media
Canon City Schools
Colorado Department of Agriculture
Colorado Department of Agriculture
Colorado Farm to School Task Force
Colorado Nursery & Greenhouse Association
Colorado State University
Colorado State University - SLV Research
Center
Colorado State University Extension
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Colorado Wine Industry Development Board
CSU Arkansas Valley Research Ctr
CSU Extension - Adams County
CSU Extension - Arapahoe County
CSU Extension - Boulder County
CSU Extension - Chaffee County
CSU Extension - Denver County
CSU Extension - El Paso County
CSU Extension - Jefferson County
CSU Extension - LaPlata County
CSU Extension - Otero County
CSU Extension - Pueblo County
CSU Extension - Tri River Area
CSU Extension - USDA-NRCS
CSU Extension - Weld County
CSU Extension NFSH PRU
CSU Extension Plant Diagnostic Clinic
CSU Extension Specialist - Pesticide Safety
Education
CSU Extension/Western Regional Center to
Enhance Food Safety
CSU Orchard Mesa Research Center
CSU Soil & Crop Science Dept
CSU Western Colorado Research Center
Denver University
Fort Lewis College
Hunger Free Colorado
In Good Faith Orchard
KSIR-Northeast CO Broadcasting
St Vran Valley School District
University of Denver
Uproot
USDA - APHIS National Wildlife Research
Weld County School District 6
Weld Food Bank
Western SARE

General Interest
Members
Brighton Shares The Harvest
Denver Urban Gardens
Northern Feed and Bean Co.
reBLEND
United Fresh Produce Association

