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Growing Resources
Cultivating Success g

ide this Issue Sen. Gardner Tours Hungenberg
ident’s Column 2 Produce, Greeley, Talks Shop with
9 Sponsors 34 Growers

d contact information 5
The Colorado Fruit & Vegetable Growers As-

sociation (CFVGA) Tuesday welcomed Sen. Cory

A Committee Reports 6 Gardner to tour Hungenberg Produce, Greeley,

A News 7-8 followed by a discussion with northern Colorado

growers on the challenges facing their operations.
While the tour emphasized Hungenberg Pro-

ivers/John Deere 9 duce’s highly efficient carrot processing facilities g, Cory Gardner

utive Director’s Column 5

I'INUM SPONSOR:

B b Listing 10 and the measures ta_ken to ensure fopd safety to toured Hungenberg
the consuming public, the conversation follow- Produce and talked
ing the tour quickly turned to financial viability, with growers Aug. 20.
agricultural labor, trade and water.
Sen. Gardner asked if growers used crop insur-
ance and seemed a bit surprised that none did.
“There is nothing available for most specialty crops, except for the
new whole farm policies,”
said Jordan Hungenberg.
Need inputs? Shop with “We checked into it, but it
fellow members first. couldn’t cover the entire S;'QL&OV%%?J%%%
Check out the operation." - fresh ancQlIES
CFVGA Allied Member When the conversa- | - cumoscen
Directory. tion turned to agricul- ~ S
tural labor, participants
thanked the senator for
L his support of agriculture
orado Fruit & Vegetable in imrﬁfgration feform
wers Association and expressed hope that
B0 Box 208 the revised H2A rules
Eaton, CO 80615 will help. However, the

303- 594 3827 consensus was that more  Some meeting participants (left to right): Mike

needs to be done on guess  Meth, 4Rivers,; Jordan Hungenberg, Hungen-
worker programs to en- berg Produce; Derrick Hoffman, Hoffman Fam-
sure long-term viability of ily Farms; Darlene Carpio, Sen. Gardner’s office.

continued on page 2
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Recently I was honored
with the Denver Business
Journal Trailblazer Award
and in accepting the award
- Ifelt it was important to tell
Colorado ag’s story.

N [ started out my speech
¥ & by saying that I have the best
" job in the world. It definitely
is NOT the easiest job or a
job that we do to get rich.

Even though we strive to have the best planning,
we never know from day to day what “emergency”
situation we will face, but out in our fields we have
the best office anybody could ask for, and most
importantly we are feeding, clothing and fueling the
world!

Colorado Legislative Report

Even though
the Colorado
General Assembly
is not is session,
several things are
moving forward
and by the time
you read this, they
may have devel-
oped into some-
thing to watch.

Colorado lawmakers are contemplating ways to
allow the state to keep funds that Tabor requires to
be returned to taxpayers.

The second issue is the finalization of ballot ini-
tiatives. Two initiatives may be of interest to Colorado
farmers . One would allow sports gambling with fees
going to several things including implementation of
the state water plan. The other is the introduction of
the Gray Wolf in Colorado.

Watch for these and remember to provide your
input or ask to see if CFVGA should take a position on
policy matters that could affect Colorado farmers.

i’y From the Presiclentt
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The Best Job in the World

But the demands can often be too great for any
one person to bare so if you or somebody you know
is struggling reach out to us or to the Colorado
Department of Agriculture. Here are some online
resources:

https://coloradocrisisservices.or

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/agmain/ag-finan-
cial-crisis

https://suicidepreventionlifeline.or:

Gardner-continued from page 1

Colorado produce farms.

“Our labor costs shot up $50,000 due to the
increase in the H2A adverse effect wage rate, and
that is only as of now,” said Sara Bevan, Kiowa Valley
Organics, Roggen. “We employ 16 H2A workers on 70
acres of organic produce.”

The Colorado adverse effect wage rate, which is
the wage rate mandated by the federal government,
rose from $10.69 in 2018 to $13.13 in 2019.

“When we first started, we were able to find local
people willing to do this work, but over time all got
jobs in the oil and gas industry or other places,” said
Bevan. “I'm happy for them, but it gave us no option
but to pay an H2A company to do the paperwork, so
that we can get people to work with us in our fields.”

Sen. Gardner said he supports moving H2A over-
sight from the U.S. Department of Labor to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. He also referenced the
April 9 congressional passage of the Colorado River
Drought Contingency Plan Authorization Act and
other proposed legislation to improve water storage
infrastructure throughout Colorado.

“We are fighting aggressively for water storage
facility construction and improvements,” said Gar-
dener. “We also will push for passage of a bill that
will let mutual ditch companies retain their non-
profit status even when they have external sources of
income, as long as they put that income back into the
ditch company.”


https://coloradocrisisservices.org/ 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/agmain/ag-financial-crisis 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/agmain/ag-financial-crisis 
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ 
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Bruce Talbott
Talbott’s Mountain Gold, Palisade

bruce @ talbottfarms.com

Robert Sakata, President
Sakata Farms, Brighton

rtsakata @ aol.com

Roger Mix, Vice President
Mix Farms, Center

mixfarms @ gmail.com

David Asbury
Full Circle Farm, Longmont

rmprhome @ comcast.net

Glenn Hirakata, Secretary
Hirakata Farms, Rocky Ford

qrhirakata @ hotmail.com

Jeni Lamb Rogers
PSL Law Group Denver

jenniferlamb.rogers @ psllawgroup.com

Grant Mattive
Worley Family Farms, Monte Vista

grant.mattive @ gmail.com

Reid Fishering, Treasurer
Mountain Quality Sweet Corn, Olathe

reid @ mountainquality.farm

TBomurdl off IDiReGIES

Alisha Knapp
Knapp Farms, Rocky Ford

alisha.knapp @ gmail.com
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Mike Bartolo, Ph.D.
Colorado State University
Vegetable Crops Specialist, Rocky

Ford
Harrison Topp Michael.Bartolo @ ColoState.EDU
Topp Fruits
harrison.topp @ rmfu.org Adrian Card
Colorado State University Extension
Longmont

Adrian.card @ colostate.edu

Catharine Soukup
American AgCredit, Greeley

csoukup @ agloan.com

Marilyn Bay Drake
Executive Director, Eaton
admin @ coloradoproduce.org

Ex Officio Board Members:
Beth LaShell
Fort Lewis College, Durango

LASHELL B @ fortlewis.edu
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A huge thanks to CFVGA
President Robert Sakata for
insightfully initiating a meet
up between Colorado produce
growers and Sen. Cory Gardner,,
R-Colo., on Aug. 20. Thanks also
to Hungenberg Produce for providing a tour of their
impressive carrot processing facility as well as to the
other growers who participated, including Kiowa
Valley Organics and Hoffman Family Farms. Also in
attendance was Mike Meth from 4Rivers; Clarice
Navarro, Colorado Farm Service Agency executive
director, Joyce Kelly, Colorado Pork Producers and
representatives from Colorado Farm Bureau.

The informal conversation following the facility
tour gave growers an opportunity to tell the senator
the issues impacting them and how he might help.
(See pages 1-2 for full article.) These roundtable dis-
cussions can be invaluable, as we saw last May when

Kudos CFVGA Members, Save the Date for 2020 CFVGA Conference
By Marilyn Bay Drake, CFVGA Executive Director

growers talked with U.S. Department of Agriculture
Secretary Sonny Perdue about labor problems. The

resulting rule change proposed to the H2A program
largely reflected these concerns.

As we look forward to 2020, please ensure the
Sixth Annual Colorado Fruit & Vegetable Growers
Conference, Feb. 24-25, 2020 at the Renaissance Den-
ver Stapleton is on your schedule. It will include two
days of educational content, an exemplary trade show
and plenty of networking opportunities.

Finally, I would like to ask for your input on things
we can do or programs we can implement to make
your association better serve you. This fall, the CFVGA
Board of Directors will gather for two days to plan
and prioritize for 2020 and beyond. We invite mem-
ber input prior to this meeting.

Please call the Board member for your area (see
list above) or contact me at 303.594.38247 or ad-

min@coloradoproduce.org


mailto:rtsakata%40aol.com?subject=From%20the%20CFVGA%20Newsletter
mailto:mixfarms%40gmail.com?subject=response%20from%20CFVGA%20newsletter
mailto:grhirakata%40hotmail.com?subject=CFVGA%20newsletter
mailto:reid%40mountainquality.farm?subject=From%20CFVGA%20Newsletter
mailto:bruce%40talbottfarms.com?subject=From%20CFVGA%20Newsletter
mailto:rmprhome%40comcast.net%0D?subject=response%20from%20CFVGA%20newsletter
mailto:jennifer.lamb.rogers%40psllawgroup.com%20?subject=
mailto:grant.mattive%40gmail.com?subject=response%20from%20CFVGA%20newsletter
mailto:alisha.knapp%40gmail.com?subject=from%20the%20CFVGA%20Newsletter
mailto:harrison.topp%40rmfu.org?subject=
mailto:LASHELL_B%40fortlewis.edu?subject=from%20CFVGA%20newsletter
mailto:Michael.Bartolo%40ColoState.EDU?subject=From%20CFVGA%20Newsletter
mailto:Adrian.card%40colostate.edu?subject=From%20CFVGA%20Newsletter
mailto:admin%40coloradoproduce.org%0D?subject=From%20CFVGA%20Newsletter
mailto:admin@coloradoproduce.org 
mailto:admin@coloradoproduce.org 

Business Development

Committee
Chair: Amber Strohauer

Your CFVGA Business Develop-
ment Committee represented Colo-
rado produce at the annual Slow Food
Nations Taste Marketplace held in
Denver’s Larimer Square July 20 - 21.
Infinite Harvest, Talbotts’s Mountain
Gold, Rocky Ford Cantaloupe, Ela Fam-
ily Farms, Kilt Farms, Hoffman Farms
and Strohauer Farms participated in
representing Colorado produce, their
operations as well as handing out fun
food samples.

We also had Cathy Schmelter from
An Ounce of Nutrition educating and
cooking voodles, noodles made from
veggies, all weekend. We handed out
CFVGA produce calendars and held a
social media contest. We want to give
a big thanks to our CFVGA Director
Marilyn Drake, who did a tremendous
job organizing and running this event
for us. We were excited to be able to
participate in this food festival where
we were able to highlight the wide va-
riety of colorful produce Colorado has
to offer: Thank you for everyone who
came out and saw us!

Food Safety Committee
Chair: Glenn Hirakata, Co-Chair Martha
Sullins

CFVGA is one of several agriculture
and education groups that has formed
the Colorado Food Safety Collaborative
to bring training to Colorado produce
growers. The collaborative has applied
for a Food Safety Outreach Program
Grant to bring customized food safety
training to growers throughout the
state. The collaborative should know
next month if they have secured the
three-year grant.

Labor Committee
Chair: Reid Fishering, Co-Chair Kerry
Scott

The big news for produce grower
labor is revision of the H2A rule. Expect
to see details on the changes coming
from CFVGA, either by email news or
conference content or both. Also expect
information impacting your operation
from the new Colorado employment
laws that will soon be implemented.

Adrian Card will continue to
represent CFVGA on the planning com-
mittee for the Colorado Ag and Farm
Labor Summit. There may be an ag
employer’s tract. The summit will be in
Colorado Springs this October. Look for
details in the CFVGA weekly Scoop.

For questions or suggestions for
the CFVGA Labor Committee, please
contact chair Reid Fishering at reid@

mountainqualityfarm

Nutrition & Health Commit-

tee
Chair: Roger Mix, Co-Chair Wendy Peters
Mochetti

Editor’s note: This news was sub-
mitted by committee member Cathy
Schmelter; An Ounce of Nutrition, who
was at the booth all weekend, creating
“voodles” and talking up the nutritional
aspects of Colorado produce.

Despite at least two-thirds of visi-
tors to our booth being from Colorado,
we were amazed by the amount of
people that were there from all over
the world sampling Colorado produce,
including a woman from Spain. It was
also so great to connect with all of the
local farmers at our booth - each had
their own individual personality and
showcased their produce in a unique
way.
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The two days flew by so fast! It was
wonderful to connect with participants
during our cooking demos. We had a
young man learn the spiralizer, and he
began teaching the adult participants
how to use it. We led two different
types of spiralizer cooking demos;
one hot and one cold. The hot one was
called Tomato Basil Zoodles (zucchini
noodles), and the cold one was a beet
and carrot salad topped with a spicy al-
mond sauce. Infinite Harvest donated
microgreens for this salad - yum!

When we started cooking the
garlic for the zoodles recipe, a group of
spectators immediately formed. We
were able to inform participants about
the local produce used in the demo and
throw in some nutrition tips along the
way.

The first zoodles recipe we sam-
pled went in about 30 seconds, so we
ended up preparing two batches of
zoodles for the following demonstra-
tions. Participants enjoyed the reci-
pes and we let them know that they
could be found on CFVGA's Facebook
page and Instagram account after the
conference. What made this event so
inspiring was meeting all the incredibly
positive people and experiencing the
vibrant energy of the event!

Water Committee
Chair: Robert Sakata, Co-Chair Joel
Schneekloth

Please check out and consider at-
tending these upcoming water events:
C9 Summiit: Joint basin roundtable
meeting
September 25-26, Winter Park, CO.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/c-
9-statewide-summit-of-colora-
dos-9-basin-roundtables-tick-
ets-53164478386

continued on next page


mailto:reid%40mountainquality.farm%20?subject=CFVGA%20Labor%20Co%20from%20CFVGA%20News
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/c-9-statewide-summit-of-colorados-9-basin-roundtables-tickets-53164478386

¢ COLORADO. CIEVGEHA Newrs

RUIT & VEGETABLE
ROWERS ASSOCIATION

m—n

CFVGA Talks Produce with Denverites

CFVGA offered produce samples
and directed consumers to ways to
buy Colorado-grown produce July
20-21 during the Slow Food Nations
Taste Marketplace in downtown
Denver. CFVGA spoke with at least
1810 booth visitors over the event.

Attracting visitors to the booth
was produce from seven featured
farms: Infinite Harvest, Lakewood,
grower of live lettuces and micro-
greens; Talbott Moun-
tain Gold, Palisade,
tree fruit and grape
growers; Rocky Ford
Cantaloupe; Kilt Farm,
Longmont, a certified
organic vegetable farm
growing over 100 vari-
eties for wholesale and
community supported;
Hoffman Family Farms,
Greeley, grower of a
wide variety of vegeta-
bles and melons; Stro-
hauer Farms, LaSalle,
grower of potatoes and
shallots; and Ela Family
Farms, Hotchkiss, a
fruit orchard.

Also integral to attracting
visitors to the CFVGA booth was
nutritionist and educator Cathy
Schmelter, An Ounce of Nutrition,

BEE SQUARED;

Paul Dominguez, Infinite
Harvest, preps a wide
variety of microgreens
for sampling before the
food fest opents.

who demonstrated preparation of
various types of “voodle,” dishes.
Voodles are noodles, cooked or raw,
made with vegetables such as sum-
mer squash, beets and carrots and
seasoned with sauces or dressings.
Schmelter’s dishes also were sam-
pled and disappeared quickly.
CFVGA offered produce samples
and directed consumers to ways to
buy Colorado-grown produce July
20-21 during the Slow
Food Nations Taste Mar-
ketplace in downtown
Denver. CFVGA spoke
with atleast 1810 booth
visitors over the event.
Attracting visitors to
the booth was produce
from seven featured
farms: Infinite Harvest,
Lakewood, grower of
live lettuces and micro-
greens; Talbott Moun-
tain Gold, Palisade, tree
fruit and grape growers;
Rocky Ford Cantaloupe;
Kilt Farm, Longmont, a
certified organic vege-
table farm growing over 100 variet-
ies for wholesale and community
supported; Hoffman Family Farms,
Greeley, grower of a wide variety of
vegetables and melons; Strohauer

Committee Reports - continued from previous page

Water Resources Review Com-
mittee

September 11, State Capitol, Denver; CO
https://leg.colorado.gov/com-

mittees/water-resources-review-

committee /2019-regular-session
Colorado Ag Water Alliance Ag Water

Summit

December 2-3, Loveland, CO
https://www.coagwater.o

If you are interested in getting
more information on any of these
topics or have other issues for the
CFVGA Water Committee work,
on please email your comments to

admin@coloradoproduce.org

Jeni Nagle, Ela Family Farms, pro-

vided samples of dried fruit, while

talking up the harvest which came
a week or two after the Slow Food
Nations event.

Farms, LaSalle, grower of potatoes
and shallots; and Ela Family Farms,
Hotchkiss, a fruit orchard.

Also integral to attracting
visitors to the CFVGA booth was
nutritionist and educator Cathy
Schmelter, An Ounce of Nutrition,
who demonstrated preparation of
various types of “voodle,” dishes.
Voodles are noodles, cooked or raw,
made with vegetables such as sum-
mer squash, beets and carrots and
seasoned with sauces or dressings.
Schmelter’s dishes also were sam-
pled and disappeared quickly.

“Slow Food has done so much to
support Colorado farmers, so we are
pleased to be able to participate in
their international food event,” said
Jeni Nagle, Ela Family Farms. “We
are very excited to join with other
CFVGA member growers to show-
case the wide variety and high
quality of produce grown in our
state.”

Interested visitors also were
offered a CFVGA produce calendar,
showing when Colorado produce is
harvested.


https://leg.colorado.gov/committees/water-resources-review-committee/2019-regular-session 
https://leg.colorado.gov/committees/water-resources-review-committee/2019-regular-session 
https://leg.colorado.gov/committees/water-resources-review-committee/2019-regular-session 
https://www.coagwater.org/
mailto:admin%40coloradoproduce.org%20?subject=
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in Agriculture’s 2019 Trailblazer industry is full of talented and
Award. The award was one of dedicated leaders.

several presented May

17 by the Colorado

Farni,Bureau and sn“E T"E nnTE

the Denver Business

Journal, when recipi- .

ent CFVGA President G rowin g Resources
Robert Sakata had an Cultivating Success
opportunity to ad-

dress those attending

the ceremony.
CFVGA member Sakata Robert discussed 6th Annual Conference
Farms, Brighton, Colo., was com- the things he felt ebruar

finer.lde?l.byASen.ZCory F}ardgen helped propel his
uring his Aug. 20 visit to Hun- farm to one of the

genberg. F.arms,. %r\?\(;}lle}'l’ (\:/(\)/1}?" top producers, while
or receiving wit 0's Who noting that the ag

Renaissance Demver Stapieton Hotel

2019 CFVGA Newsletter Advertising Rates 2019 CFVGA Newsletter Publication Schedule™*
SPONSOR-- Half Page  Quarter Page Issue Deadline Approximate distribution date
Platinum-single issue $180 $125 Winter Jan. 1 Jan. 15
Platinum-four issues/full year ~ $675 $450 Spring April 1 April 15
Gold-single issue $200 $135 Summer July 1 July 15
Gold-four issues/full year $720 $550 Fall Oct.1 Oct. 15
Silver-single issue $220 $145 *schedule subject to change
Silver-four issues/full year $765 $525
Bronze-single issue $240 $1% CFVGA Newsletter Advertising Sizes
Bronze-four issues/full year  $810 $560 Half Page (7.5 x 4.75 or 3.5 or 3.5 x 10)
Quarter Page (3.5 x 4.75)
MEMBER--
Single issue $250 $150 Submitting advertising artwork:
Four issues/full year $300 $575 For best results, submit advertising artwork as JPEG or EPS
(encapsulated postscript), low resolution when possible. We
N_ON'MEMBER“ can help you convert a PDF, if necessary. Please note that all
Single issue $375 $250 advertising is subject to approval by CFVGA.
Four issues/full year $1400 $900
) . Publication of advertising:
Reserving advertising space: - The CFVGA News is produced and distributed as a PDF on an
Contact Marilyn Bay Drake CFVGA executive director, at 8.5x 11 format and primary distribution is via email.

admin@coloradoproduce.org or 303-594-3827 to confirm avail-
ability of space and to submit advertising artwork.
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step of the way. Life looks pretty good from the seat of the machine
you picked for you.
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Grower Members
Aspen Produce

Buena Vida Farm

Clark Family Orchards
DiSanti Farms

Domenico Farms, Inc.
Dominguez Canyon Fruit Company
Ela Family Farms
Esoterra Culinary Garden
Fagerberg Produce, Inc.
Farmer Johns

Grande River Farms

Grow Girl Organics

High Desert Seed and Gardens
Hines Farms

Hirakata Farms

Hoffman Farms
Iconoclast Farm

Infinite Harvest

Isabelle Farm LLC

Jones Farms Organics
Kilt Farm

Kiowa Valley Organics
Knapp Farms

Kunugi Farms

Lusk Farms LLC

Mauro Farms

Milberger Farms

Mix Farms

Monroe Organic Farms, LLC
Palmgren Farms, Inc.
Peach Haven Farms
Peaches & Cream Organic
Farms

Petrocco Farms, Inc.
Prairie Harvest Organics
Matthew Proctor Farms
Rancho Durazno

Rettig Farms

Rocky Mountain Pumpkin Ranch
Rossi Dairy/Produce, LLC
Sakata Farms, Inc.
Skyline Potato Company
Southern Colorado Farms

Stahley Melons

Strohauer Farms

Sweet Cheeks Organic Peaches
Talbott's Mountain Gold

Topp Fruits

Tuxedo Corn Co.

Wacky Apple

Warsh Farms

White Rock Specialties LLC

Allied Members

4Rivers/ John Deere

AgCheck Compliance Services
Adfinity, Inc.

Agriburbia LLC

American AgCredit

American Takii, Inc.

Aquatic Resources, Inc.
Azomite Mineral Products
Bejo Seeds, Inc.

BioSafe Systems

Brandt Consolidated, Inc
Cactus Hill Ag Consulting, LLC
CCOF Certification Services
Certis, USA

CoBank

Colorado Dry Bean Admin Committee
Colorado Potato Admin Committee
Concentric

Corteva

Decade Products

DeLine Box & Display

Farm Credit of Southern Colorado
Feeding Colorado

Flood & Peterson Insurance
FMC

FoodMaven

GeoVisual Analytics

Gowan Seed Company

Heliae Development, LLC

HM Clause

Hollar Seeds

Hortau Simplified Irrigation
IFCO Systems
iFoodDecisionSciences
Johnny's Selected Seeds

Keithly Williams Seeds

King Soopers

La Montanita Co-op

Mas Labor H-2A, LLC

Monte Vista Cooperative
Netafim USA

Nichino America, Inc.

NNZ J&J Supply

Plante Moran

Plante Moran

PSL Law Group

Rabo AgriFinance

Reusable Transport Packaging
Rockies Venture Club

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
Seedway, LLC

Shaina Knight

Silveus Insurance Group
SWIIM System

Syngenta

Target

The Packer

The Produce News

Tri-State G&T Assn

Valley Irrigation of Greeley
VisuGen Global, LLC

Ward Laboratories, Inc.
Western Growers Association
Whole Foods Market
Wilbur-Ellis Collis Co

Partner Members

Adams Co Workforce & Business Ctr
Canon City Schools

Colorado Bean Network

Colorado Department of Agriculture
Colorado Farm Show, Inc.

Colorado Farm to School Task Force
Colorado State University

CSU - SLV Research Center
Colorado Wine Industry Development
Board

CSU Arkansas Valley Research Ctr
CSU Extension

CSU Extension - Adams County

CSU Extension - Arapahoe County

CSU Extension - Boulder County
CSU Extension - Chaffee County
CSU Extension - Denver County
CSU Extension - El Paso County
CSU Extension - Jefferson County
CSU Extension - LaPlata County
CSU Extension - Larimer County
CSU Extension - Mesa County
CSU Extension - Otero County

CSU Extension - Pueblo County
CSU Extension - USDA-NRCS

CSU Extension - Weld County

CSU Extension NFSH PRU

CSU Extension Plant Diagnostic Clinic
CSU Extension Specialist

CSU Extension/Western Regional Center
to Enhance Food Safety

CSU Extension-Jefferson County
CSU Orchard Mesa Research Center
CSU Soil & Crop Science Dept
CSU Westemn Colorado Research Center
Denver University

Fort Lewis College

Greeley-Evans School District
Hunger Free Colorado

In Good Faith Orchard

Kaiser Permanente Colorado
KSIR-Northeast CO Broadcasting
McMullen, Kelly

St Vran Valley School District
Uproot

USDA - APHIS National Wildlife Research
Weld County School District 6
Weld Food Bank

Western SARE

General Interest
Members

Denver Urban Gardens
McGregor & Associates
reBLEND



	rtsakata@aol.com

