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Need a new crop consultant? 
Want to explore organic 
production? Looking to change 
packaging systems?

These and many additional 
goods and services are available 
through CFVGA's Allied Mem-
bers and Sponsors. Check out 
the resources within your own 
organization before going outside 
CFVGA membership. Click here: 
https://coloradoproduce.org/
allied-member-directory/

With Colorado snowpack at two-thirds average in the north to one-
third average further south, fruit and vegetable growers are dealing with the 
reality of less water to bring in their crops. 

According to Harrison Topp, owner of Topp Fruits, Paonia, Colo., there 
was a lot of uncertainty in late June. “It depends on where folks get their wa-
ter, but those who get ditch water from the Grand Mesa are looking at about 
a 50 percent reduction.”

Harrison said the reduction is creating “a big mess. We may not have 
enough water to finish peach and apple crops. Water is essential to get the 
size of fruit that lets us sell commercially, and (the lack of water) also affects 
the long-term health of our fruit trees.”

According to Harrison, farmers in his area—North Fork Valley, which 
includes Paonia and Hotchkiss—have reduced crop acres. Instead of plant-
ing a crop for harvest, they are planting cover crops on some acres. He notes 
that while this is a great strategy for conserving water resources and main-
tain soil health, it is hitting folks in the pocketbook.  “We just bought a farm 
and have land payments. We can ride out the year, but it is not a long-term 
plan we can continue to employ.”

His suggestions to get through drought: “Conserve where you can, use 
programs out there, such as the federal Fruit Tree Assistance Program to 
replace trees and improve irrigation systems for greater efficiency.”

Also heavily affected by drought is Hirakata Farms, Rocky Ford, Colo., 
known for its Rocky Ford cantaloupes. 

“It is bad. The snowpack is way down, said Glenn Hirakata. “Farmers 
have a lot of open acres, because they knew they would most likely not have 
the irrigation water necessary to bring these crops to harvest.”

Glenn said this year’s drought is comparable, maybe worse, than the 
drought of 2002. “The difference is that people have learned how to deal 
with drought. In 2002 farmers planted all their fields. This year, we are care-
ful about what we plant and where we plant it.”

Hirakata Farms has planted most of its produce in fields where they 
have well irrigation. While the Hirakatas must augment this water, at least it 
is dependable. 

The only exception to produce being on fields that are well irrigated is 
several  fields of pumpkins planted where there is surface irrigation. “Pump-
kins are slightly more drought tolerant,” said Glenn. “I hope we have enough 
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CFVGA Advocating for Colorado Produce Near and Far

Wow what a whirlwind it has 
been for CFVGA since our last 
newsletter! You have heard about 
much of it through our email Scoop. 
If you haven’t seen these be sure that 
you are signed up. It is one of your 
member benefits.

In May, CFVGA helped host 
FDA officials working on the Food 
Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) 
revised irrigation water quality stan-
dards on a tour in the South Platte 
and Colorado River Basin.  We were 
excited to show them the diversity 
of irrigation systems, the diversity 
of crops grown and the diversity of 
risks that each farm must minimize. 

And then a couple of weeks 
later we hosted U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Secretary of Agricul-
ture Sonny Perdue for a roundtable 
discussion about what could be 
done administratively to make the 
H2A program more workable. The 
secretary listened and said that his 
office is committed to do everything 
it can to lessen the burdens of the 
program that many farmers are 
turning to since seasonal labor is so 
scarce. Kristi Boswell, Sen. Perdue’s 
senior advisor, joined us and is the 
point person that we will be work-
ing with. 

During the roundtable, CFVGA 
Board Secretary Glenn Hirakata 

was in Washington D.C. with the 
Western Growers  Board, visiting 
members of Congress and relaying 
our dismay on their inaction to fix 
the seasonal worker programs.

In June, I attended the Center 
For Produce Safety Research Sym-
posium and heard about VBNC bac-
teria, something the meat industry 
has considered for a long time but 
something that is becoming a con-
cern for fresh produce operations. 
Did you know if a salesman tells you 
how effective their sanitizer is you 
should ask them the conditions of 
the validation studies and if VBNC 
was taken into consideration...I 
didn’t. And did you know that most 
of the recalls happen during fall and 
spring? This is the transition period 
when the bulk of the country’s let-
tuce production is moving between 

Arizona and California? 
A week later I attended the 

United Fresh convention, and lots of 
the talk was about the Yuma, Ariz. 
Romaine lettuce recall. It looks like 
the E. coli associated with the recall 
has been identified in the irrigation 
water, so now they are tracking it 
to see how it got into the water and 
how it got onto the plants. 

Finally, in July I attended the 
International Association for Food 
Protection Conference. I am amazed 
at the research being conducted, 
especially with the new monitoring 
technology available, such as whole 
genome sequencing. 

The bottom line:  While you are 
busy on your farms, CFVGA is busy 
representing you and finding out 
how we can better serve our mem-
bership. Thanks for your support!

water to harvest the pumpkins.”
Hirakata Farms participates in 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
non-insured crop disaster assistance 
program and will receive some as-
sistance in the form of prevented 
planting for crop acres that could 
not be planted due to drought.

Glenn adds that he is hesitant 
to talk much about the drought for 
concern that Rocky Ford canta-
loupe customers will assume there 
is no product and buy out-of-state 
product. In fact, the first Rocky Ford 
cantaloupe appeared in Front Range 
retail outlets the week of July 16.

“The difficulty is this drought 
follows a (financially) disastrous 

year,” Glenn said. “In 2017 we had a 
late freeze, then hail and flooding.”

So far, this year, Rocky Ford has 
not had hail.

According to Dr. Mike Bar-
tolo, who manages Colorado State 
Unversity’s Rocky Ford Research 
Center, where precipitation is mea-
sured, just over 2 inches of rain have 
fallen so far in 2018. By comparison, 
3.64 inches of precipitation was 
measured in all of 2002.

“At this time, we are slightly 
better off this year than in 2002, be-
cause 2017 was a very wet year and 
because areas near us have gotten 
rain, which has gone into our irriga-
tion ditches,” Mike said.

Growers Deal with Drought - continued from page 1
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From the Executive Director			
Ask a Neighbor to Join
By Marilyn Bay Drake, CFVGA Executive Director
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Marilyn Bay Drake, Executive 
Director, Eaton 
admin@coloradoproduce.org

Living five years in Asia, I 
heard many legends used to make 
a point. Here is one of those 
stories. 

An old man concerned about 
how his progeny would survive 

and thrive once he was gone called them together and 
gave each one a single chopstick, which he instructed 
them to break. “Easy, right?” he said. Then, he grasped a 
bundle of individual chopsticks and asked each of them 
to break the bundle. They were unable to do so. “If you 
stick together and work in harmony, you will have a 
good life and be stronger than all your enemies. Unity is 
strength,” he said.

Unity is strength. How wise! 
The Colorado Fruit & Vegetable Growers Association 

enables all growers-big or small, conventional or niche-
to join together with a single voice. While we may have 
different versions of the problem, the problems are pretty 
much the same. We all struggle with finding trained, 
consistent labor, we all need help implementing the new 
FSMA rules, and we can all use help raising better pro-
duce and finding new markets.

Thank you so much for being a faithful CFVGA 
member. A special thanks to those CFVGA Charter 
Members who joined the organization in 2014-15, when 
it was first organized. 

As you speak to friends and neighbors in the pro-
duce business, tell them about all the good work CFVGA 
is doing. Tell them how you have benefitted from the 
conferences, training classes, new business leads, website 
resources and regular communication from CFVGA. 
And, tell them CFVGA members get a FREE Western 
Growers membership.

Then ask them to join CFVGA. The online form will 
take them five minutes to complete. Membership dues 
are modest, especially given all the concrete and intan-
gible benefits CFVGA offers its members.

While we very much appreciate our Allied, Partner 
and General Interest Members, this is a grower organi-
zation, and it needs to be driven by growers. The more 
growers that join us, the stronger and more unified we 
will be.

As always, feel free to contact me with your questions 
and suggestions at 303.594.3827 or  admin@coloradopro-
duce.org 
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Business Development 
Committee 
Chair: Amber Strohauer 

continued on next page

Your Business Development 
Committee continues to promote 
Colorado produce and provide op-
portunities and education for its 
members. 
Last quarter 
we were able 
to provide 
members an 
exclusive 80 
percent off dis-
count to attend 
the West Coast 
Expo in Palm 
Springs. The 
expo’s Colo-
rado represen-
tation found it a valuable networking 
opportunity with buyers in the retail 
and food service space across the 
nation. The expo is also commended 
for its relaxed and entertaining envi-
ronment. 

We are looking into conduct-
ing and releasing testimonials from 
members who attend nationwide 
trade shows on the positives and 
negatives for Colorado producers. 
We also encourage CFVGA members 
to attend the Produce Marketing 
Association Expo in Orlando this 
October. The Colorado Department 
of Agriculture (CDA) has offered 
members a great discount to exhibit 
under their Colorado Pavilion. This 
committee is working with CDA 
to provide networking opportuni-
ties for members during the trade 
show. Please reach out to CFVGA to 
learn more as well as to give us any 
thoughts on how we can best serve 
you in this area. 

We also continue to make 
progress toward creating a succes-
sion planning workshop this year for 
members. Providing LTL Resources 
is another project we believe will 
benefit members. We plan to have a 
more detailed update next quarter. 
We also are currently working on 
a couple of interesting new pro-
motional opportunities for mem-
bers’ produce. We continue to help 
CFVGA with the upcoming annual 
conference and encourage all mem-
bers to support CFVGA’s new Insta-
gram campaign by sending pictures 
and videos of your daily experiences! 
It’s a great, no-cost opportunity to 
market your produce to Colorado 
consumers. Send photos or videos as 
well as a very brief description and 
your Instagram handle (if you have 
one) to  admin@coloradoproduce.
org 

Food Safety Committee
Chair: Alisha Knapp, Co-Chair Mar-
tha Sullins

CFVGA’s Food Safety Committee 
has been busy planning outreach and 
education for the coming months. 
This will include a Mock Harmo-
nized GAP audit on a farm, FSMA 
Produce Safety Rule training classes 
and a Preventive Controls for Human 
Food class for those with processing 
facilities.  

In addition, several committee 
members attended the Center for 
Produce Safety Annual Symposium 
in Charlotte, N.C., where they met 
with researchers and other profes-
sionals from around the United 
States. CFVGA is working to bring 
some of this knowledge to Colo-
rado. Make sure to attend the 2019 
CFVGA annual conference to update 

your skills in areas such as manag-
ing the impact of wildlife in pro-
duce growing areas. Resources from 
the symposium can be found here: 
https://www.centerforproducesafety.
org/resources.php 

And, don’t forget to check www.
coproducesafety.org  for resources on 
the Produce Safety Rule, and https://
coloradoproduce.org/food-safety/  
for even more produce safety infor-
mation.

Labor Committee 
Chair: Reid Fishering, Co-Chair Kerry 
Scott, Co-Chair Kerry Scott

The Labor Committee last met 
June 4 at which time it welcomed 
two new members: Jason Resnick, 
Western Growers and Kerry Scott, 
Mas Labor. Kerry agreed to serve as 
co-chair of the committee. Members 
are working on a number of projects, 
including organizing a first-ever 
Labor Conference, scheduled Dec. 5, 
2018 at the Arapahoe County Fair-
grounds in Aurora. For details, see 
the story that follows and watch your 
weekly Scoop emails.

Nutrition & Health Com-
mittee
Chair: Roger Mix, Co-Chair Wendy 
Peters Mochetti

The Nutrition & Health Com-
mittee is charged with educational 
outreach on the nutritional benefits 
of local, Colorado-grown produce. 
Committee members vet research, 
literature and videos related to this 
topic and make these available to the 
public and to members 

This committee also contributes 
images and information, including 

mailto:https://coloradoproduce.org%20?subject=Recall%20Readiness%20from%20newsletter
mailto:https://coloradoproduce.org%20?subject=Recall%20Readiness%20from%20newsletter
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https://coloradoproduce.org/food-safety/
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Committee News - continued from 
previous page

recipes and nutritional information 
for CFVGA’s social media sites and 
for distribution to the news media. It 
also provides analysis of and sugges-
tions for advocacy areas involving 
nutrition as well as making sugges-
tions and helping secure speakers/
presenters for CFVGA’s annual 
conference.

Make sure to address your 
concerns and suggestions as well 
as questions to Chair Roger Mix at 
mixfarms@gmail.com 

Water Committee
Chair: Robert Sakata, Co-Chair Joel 
Schneekloth

Most of the state is experienc-
ing drought conditions. CFVGA has 
been supporting the work of the Col-
orado Ag Water Alliance (CAWA), 
which includes tours around the state  
to educate farmers about water rights 
and urban citizens about farm water 
use. Watch for tours in your area. We 
are also monitoring the Interim Col-
orado Legislative Water Committee 
which met June 19. The committee 
is looking at what legislation it can 
recommend for 2019. Also, CFVGA 
is monitoring the rule making for the 
new Agriculture Protection Water 
Right. Anything that you think the 
Water Committee should be working 
on? If so, please send us your ideas.

Sakata Farms was the site where 
Colorado agriculture groups met July 
13 with Sen. Michael Bennet, D-
Colo., to address their priorities for 
the next farm bill as well as to ask the 

senator, who is 
a member of the 
Senate Agricul-
ture Committee, 
to keep pushing 
for solutions to 
the acute agri-
cultural labor 
shortage and the 
impact of trade 
tariffs on their 
current business 
and future op-
portunities. Host 
Robert Sakata is president of the 
Colorado Fruit & Vegetable Growers 
Association (CFVGA).

“It was an opportunity to visit 
with the senator about the confer-
ence committee work that will begin 
as the House and Senate work toward 
a compromise farm bill,” said Sakata. 
“We thanked Sen. Bennet for sup-
porting the Specialty Crop Block 
Grant program, while reiterating the 
really pressing need to fix the broken 
H2A program so that Colorado fruit 
and vegetable growers can get the 
skilled and dependable workforce we 
need to harvest our highly perishable 
crops.” 

For the first time in over 50 years, 
Sakata Farms is not growing sweet 
corn. The reason, said Sakata, is due 
to their inability to find and retain a 
dependable workforce to harvest and 
pack the farm’s sweet corn.

Noting that even though Colora-
do is not a large exporter of produce, 
Sakata acknowledged the importance 
of international trade to the Colora-
do produce industry. “If other states 
do not export their produce, the ex-

cess will flood the U.S. market, which 
could have a detrimental impact on 
Colorado farmers.”

Sakata agreed with fellow Colo-
rado farmers who stated that the 
only opportunity for growth in the 
agriculture sector as a whole will 
have to come from exports. Colorado 
Department of Agriculture Commis-
sioner Don Brown,  himself a farmer,  
noted that commodity prices are half 
what they were a few years ago. 

In addition to CFVGA, the 
meeting was attended by a variety of 
government agency personnel, aca-
demic representatives, anti-hunger 
advocates and farm organizations, 
including but not limited to Rocky 
Mountain Farmers Union, National 
Young Farmers Coalition, Colorado 
Corn Growers Association, Colorado 
Potato Administrative Committee, 
Colorado Wheat Growers Asso-
ciation, Colorado Pork Producers, 
Colorado Cattlemen’s Association, 
Colorado Farm Bureau, National 
Onion Association and National 
Bison Association.

The meeting was covered by both 
CBS Channel 4 and Fox31.

Colorado Agriculture Groups Meet Sen. Michael Bennet at Sakata Farms 
to Discuss Farm Bill, Labor, Trade

mailto:mixfarms%40gmail.com?subject=newsletter%20inquiry
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Thank You Sponsors!
Please join CFVGA in thanking all our sponsors. Logos belonging to 

Silver and higher sponsorship levels are shown in this newsletter and on all 
CFVGA emails. The following sponsors have committed to  a 2018 sponsr-
ship since our last newsletter: 

Silver Sponsors 	        Bronze Sponsors

Planning for a first-time CFV-
GA Produce Labor Conference is 
underway with the intention to 
elevate the conversation as well as 
to inform and explore solutions to 
the labor challenges expressed by 
produce grower of all scales.  

The tentative date is Dec. 5, 

Labor Conference Planned for Late 2018

2018 at the Arapahoe County Fair-
grounds in east Aurora.  Proposed 
content includes agricultural worker 
housing, guest worker federal 
policies and innovative solutions 
for field and packing house applica-
tions.  

Stay tuned for more details.

The Colorado 
Fruit & Vegetable 
Growers Association 
in June launched an 
Instagram campaign 
to engage with Mil-
lennials and encour-
age them to buy more 
Colorado fruits and 
vegetables. The handle 
is @ColoradoProduce. 

Although defini-
tions vary somewhat, Millennials, 
also called Generation Y or the Net 
Generation, are defined as those 
born between 1978 and 1998. Re-
search shows they use, depend upon 
and are heavily influenced by social 
media. They use Facebook and Ins-
tagram heavily. 

CFVGA has maintained a Face-
book page almost since its inception 
and decided to expand into Insta-
gram. Specialty Crop Block Grant 
dollars administered by the Colo-
rado Department of Agriculture 
have allowed CFVGA to partner 
with Philosophy Communication to 
learn best practices and how to be 
influential using Instagram. Under 
the guidance of this agency, CFVGA 
is posting three or more times a 
week under the themes of simple 
recipes (five ingredients or less, pre-
pared and photographed ourselves), 
produce farm member features and 
“fun facts” about produce.

A very Millennial medium, all 
Instagram posts must be made using 
a smartphone, and all must include 
a photo. Philosophy Communica-
tion and CFVGA have enjoyed 
photographing subjects for posts, as 
we also appreciate the collaboration 
of member farms and retailers who 

have allowed us 
to repost and use 
their images for 
this campaign.

We still need 
great photos and 
great stories to 
tell through our 
Instagram pro-
gram. Text photos 
with descriptions 
and your farm or 

business’ Instagram handle (if you 

CFVGA Launches Instagram Campaign
have one) to: 
303.594.3827 
or email 
them to  ad-
min@colora-
doproduce.
org 

Don’t 
have an Instagram account? No 
problem, view CFVGA’s Instagram 
account on your computer or smart-
phone:  https://www.instagram.com/
coloradoproduce/ 

mailto:https://coloradoproduce.org%20?subject=Recall%20Readiness%20from%20newsletter
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Kroger Announces, Then Rescinds 90-Day Payment Policy in 
Conflict with PACA Trust Provisions
By Matt McInerney, Western Growers

In mid-June, Kroger announced 
in an undated letter to “Dear Valued 
Suppliers,” the intention to extend 
payment terms to 90 days for all ar-
eas of their business, including fresh 
produce. This policy, if agreed upon 
by individual shippers, would have 
resulted in eliminating PACA Trust 
protection for all sellers of produce to 
Kroger. 

The PACA Trust was established 
by an Act of Congress in 1984 and 
places sellers of fresh and frozen 
fruits and vegetables in a priority 
position to receive first payment/
distribution from an insolvency or 
bankruptcy, if credit terms do not 
exceed 30 days. Typical produce 
shippers’ payment terms are FOB 
Prompt, 10 Days, or Net 10 Days. 
Anything different must be in the 
form of a written agreement and may 
not exceed 30 days. 

Fortunately, Western Growers 
and other produce groups urged 
Kroger to reconsider the mandate 
and also received quick action from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
which regulates PACA. Kroger, in a 
letter to Judith Rudman, director of 
USDA’s PACA Division, dated July 
9, announced it would rescind this 
newly-announced policy for produce 
sellers protected by PACA Trust 
rights.

Here’s why this 90 day payment 
policy is important to produce ship-
pers.  First, this unilateral policy 
would have invalidated a shippers’ 
inherent right to be protected under 
the PACA Trust. Next, this policy 
would be precedent setting and invite 
others to demand the same type of 
capitulation of a shippers’ rights. 
Congress has long understood that 

produce is different and therefore 
established the Perishable Agricul-
tural Commodities Act (PACA) in 
1930, because it foresaw the need 
for additional protection to ensure 
that payment for produce grown and 
shipped, ultimately flows back to the 
farmer. Also, 90 days to pay would 
place an incredible cash flow hard-
ship on all shippers. 

The Kroger announcement ratio-
nalized that the policy was needed, 
among other reasons, to “smooth 
our cash flow conversion cycle.” That 
reasoning seemed to be inconsistent 
with how rapidly produce (unlike 
items in the center of the store) 
moves through a distribution center 
to store level, where it is sold in a 
matter of hours or days and turns 
into cash at the check-out counter. If 
reports are accurate, the current pay 
schedule that most shippers experi-
ence today from Kroger is payment 
received within 22-28 days. 

With this payment schedule, 
Kroger has the available proceeds 
from consumers’ purchases to pay 
produce shippers in a timely man-
ner (22-28 days) and well before the 
proposed 90 days initially outlined. 
Before Kroger rescinded its new 
policy, Western Growers advised 
shippers/sellers to insist on PACA 
payment terms (10 days) and to 
make certain that precise language 
(10 days) is utilized when Electronic 
Data Interchange (EDI) is used for 
invoicing. Western Growers fur-
ther recommended verification that 
contract PACA payment terms are 
clearly documented and PACA Trust 
language is included in the EDI 
transmission. If you do not know 
what that required PACA trust lan-

guage re-
quirement 
is, please 
make 
certain you 
research 
and include 
on every sales contract document. 
Outside of PACA requirements, it is 
also prudent practice to make sure 
any vendor agreement is verified 
for accurate payment terms, so that 
PACA trust is not invalidated.    

Before announcing it would re-
scind the 90-day payment policy for 
produce, Kroger had offered faster 
payment terms for shippers, allowing 
the use of a third party to obtain full 
payment by agreeing to a .72 percent 
discount.  In a produce industry 
where margins can be small to non-
existent, even a small discount can 
be a pricey alternative.  The funda-
mental concern was (and is) that 
Kroger’s capital needs should not 
be transferred to the balance sheets 
of produce shippers and American 
farmers.   

By working together, the pro-
duce industry dodged this bullet. It 
is important that shippers maintain 
this most fundamental protection 
to make sure we they are paid in a 
timely manner for produce shipped. 
The PACA Trust is never needed……
until you need it.  Should this issue 
arise in the future, Western Grow-
ers urges the industry to say YES to 
fundamental protections provided 
by Congress for farmers and do what 
so many shippers across the country 
said before Kroger rescinded their 
requirement. That is:  NO THANKS.



Get your message out to Colorado’s fruit and vegetable growers, allied organizations and others by advertising in the CFVGA NEWSLETTER. 

Newsletter Advertising Opportunity!

2018 CFVGA Newsletter Advertising Rates
SPONSOR--	 Half Page	 Quarter Page	
Platinum-single issue	 $180	 $125
Platinum-four issues/full year	 $675	 $450
Gold-single issue	 $200	 $135
Gold-four issues/full year	 $720	 $550
Silver-single issue	 $220	 $145
Silver-four issues/full year	 $765	 $525
Bronze-single issue	 $240	 $155
Bronze-four issues/full year	 $810	 $560

MEMBER--
Single issue	 $250	 $150
Four issues/full year	 $900	 $575

NON-MEMBER--
Single issue	 $375	 $250
Four issues/full year	 $1400	 $900

Reserving advertising space:
Contact Marilyn Bay Drake CFVGA executive director, at admin@
coloradoproduce.org or 303-594-3827 to confirm availability of space 
and to submit advertising artwork. 

2018 CFVGA Newsletter Publication Schedule*
Issue 	 Deadline 	 Approximate distribution date	
Winter 	 Jan. 1 	 Jan. 15 	
Spring 	 April 1	 April 15 	
Summer 	 July 1 	 July 15	
Fall 	 Oct.1 	 Oct. 15	
*schedule subject to change

CFVGA Newsletter Advertising Sizes
Half Page (7.5 x 4.75 or 3.5 or 3.5 x 10)	
Quarter Page (3.5 x 4.75)

Submitting advertising artwork:
For best results, submit advertising artwork as JPEG or EPS (encap-
sulated postscript), low resolution when possible. We can help you 
convert if PDF, if necessary. Please note that all advertising is subject to 
approval by CFVGA.

Publication of advertising:
The CFVGA newsletter is produced and distributed as a PDF on an 8.5 
x 11 format and formatted to fit within the email message by a Constant 
Contact template.
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CFVGA Nutrition & Health 
Committee member LiveWell 
Colorado manages Double Up Food 
Bucks (DUFB) Colorado (www.
doubleupcolorado.org), the state-
wide SNAP (formerly food stamps) 
incentive program that provides 
additional funds for SNAP recipi-
ents to purchase Colorado-grown 

produce when 
using their 
benefits at 
participat-
ing farmers 
markets, farms 
and retailers. 
The DUFB 
program is 
now offered 
at four Lowe’s 
Markets loca-
tions (Lowe’s 
Mercados and 
Food King) in 
Metro Denver 

and Greeley.  
Lowe’s Markets contracts with 

American Produce to guarantee an 
abundance of diverse, Colorado-
grown items at each Lowe’s location, 
year-round. Last summer, American 
Produce worked with five Colo-
rado growers to provide produce to 

Lowe’s Markets. Thanks in part to 
the partnership with DUFB, this has 
grown to Lowe’s Markets decision 
to contract with over 30 Colorado 
growers this summer. 

LiveWell Colorado hires com-
munity food advocates across 
the state to provide outreach and 
education to SNAP recipients about 
the DUFB program.  The advocacy 
includes providing tours of stores. 
Community food advocates, such 
as Chloe Everhart, a DUFB partici-
pant herself, guides SNAP shoppers 
through stores offering the program 
to show them how to find afford-
able proteins and pair them with 
Colorado-grown produce to make a 
complete meal.

The program is good for Colo-
rado produce growers, because it 
showcases the availability and versa-
tility of Colorado produce, while the 
DUFB incentives increase sales.

Double Up Food Bucks Program Incentivizes Produce Purchases
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Grower Members (56)
Anchor Farms

Arkansas Valley Organic Growers

Buena Vida Farm

Buzzards Roost Partners, LLC

Clark Family Orchards

Colorado Mushroom Farm

Colorado Organic Fruit

Cooksey Produce

DiSanti Farms

Ela Family Farms

Fagerberg Produce, Inc.

Farm Safe USA

Farmer Johns

Fern Hill Farm

Fuller Orchards

Golden West Farms

Hanagan Farms

Hines Farms

Hirakata Farms

Hoffman Farms

Honey Gold Farms

Hungenberg Produce, Inc.

Infinite Harvest

Jones Farms Organics

Kilt Farm

Knapp Farms

Kokopelli Farms, Inc.

Kunugi Farms

Lenz Family Farms

Martinez Farms

Colorado Berry Farms

Mauro Farms

Milberger Farms

Mix Farms

Monroe Organic Farms, LLC

Mountain Quality Marketing, LLC

North Field Farm

Palmgren Farms, Inc.

Peach Haven Farms

Peaches & Cream Organic 

Farms

Peterson Farms

Proctor Farms

Rancho Durazno

Red Mountain Ranches

Rettig Farms

Rocky Mountain Pumpkin Ranch

Rossi Dairy/Produce, LLC

Find the most up-to-date 
member directory by using the 
membership tab at colorado-
produce.org

Sakata Farms, Inc.

Skyline Potato Company

Southern Colorado Farms

Stahley Melons

Strohauer Farms

Talbott's Mountain Gold

Warsh Farms

White Rock Specialties LLC

Worley Family Farms

Allied Members (63)
Agfinity, Inc.

Agroplasma Inc

American AgCredit

American Takii, Inc.

Aquatic Resources, Inc.

Azomite Mineral Products

Bejo Seeds, Inc.

Birko Corporation

Brighton Economic Development Cor-

poration

CCOF Certification Services

Certis, USA

Champion Seed Company

CoBank

Colorado Dry Bean Admin Commit-

tee

Colorado Potato Admin Committee

Cropworx

Decade Products

DeLine Box & Display

DocuPots

Dupont Crop Protection

Eurofins STA Laboratories

Faegre Baker Daniels

Farm Credit of Southern Colorado

Feeding Colorado

Flood & Peterson Insurance

FMC

FoodMaven

Four Rivers

FreshPack Produce

Gowan Seed Company

Harris Moran Seed Company

Helena Chemical Company

Hollar Seeds

Hortau Simplified Irrigation

Hugh H. Branch, Inc.

IFCO Systems

Impello Biosciences

Johnny's Selected Seeds

Keithly-Williams Seeds

Lipman

LiveWell Colorado

Mas Labor H-2A, LLC

Monte Vista Cooperative

Power Grow

Rehrig Pacific Company

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union

Silveus Insurance Group

Smart Yields

Syngenta

Target

The Packer

Tri-State G&T Assn

U.S. Tractor & Harvest, Inc.

Valley Irrigation of Greeley

VisuGen Global, LLC

Western Growers Association

Whole Foods Market

Wilbur-Ellis Co

ZEP

Rogers Mesa Fruit Co.

Netafim USA

Reusable Transport Packaging

Ward Laboratories, Inc.

Partner Members (122 
individuals)
Adams Co Workforce & Business Ctr

Canon City Schools

CO Department of Labor & Employment

Colorado Department of Agriculture

Colorado Department of Agriculture

Colorado Farm Show, Inc.

Colorado Farm to School Task Force

Colorado State University

Colorado State University - SLV Research 

Center

Colorado Wine Industry Development 

Board

CSU Arkansas Valley Research Ctr

CSU Extension - Adams County

CSU Extension - Arapahoe County

CSU Extension - Boulder County

CSU Extension - Chaffee County

CSU Extension - Denver County

CSU Extension - El Paso County

CSU Extension - Jefferson County

CSU Extension - LaPlata County

CSU Extension - Larimer County

CSU Extension - Mesa County

CSU Extension - Otero County

CSU Extension - Pueblo County

CSU Extension - USDA-NRCS

CSU Extension - Weld County

CSU Extension NFSH PRU

CSU Extension Plant Diagnostic Clinic

CSU Extension/Western Regional Center 

to Enhance Food Safety

CSU Orchard Mesa Research Center

CSU Soil & Crop Science Dept

CSU Western Colorado Research 

Center

Denver University

Fort Lewis College

Greeley-Evans School District

Honey Gold Farms

Hunger Free Colorado

In Good Faith Orchard

Kaiser Permanente Colorado

KSIR-Northeast CO Broadcasting

McMullen, Kelly

Sprout City Farms

St Vran Valley School District

Uproot

USDA - APHIS National Wildlife 

Research

Weld County School District 6

Weld Food Bank

Western SARE

General Interest
Members (4)
Bruce & Shirley Gerk

C.Lynch Creative LLC

Home Advisor

Veterans to Farmers Program (Den-

ver Botanical Gardens)

http://coloradoproduce.org
http://coloradoproduce.org

